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with expostulations upon the several preliminaries sent from
France, Monsieur Petecum, a forward meddling agent of
Holstein, who had resided some years in Holland, negotiated
with Heinsius, the Grand Pensionary, as well as with Van-
derdussen and Buys, about restoring the conferences be-
tween France and that republic, broke off in Gertruydenberg.
Pursuant to which, about the end of May, N. S. one thousand
seven hundred and eleven, Petecum wrote to the Marquis
de Torcy, with the privity of the Pensionary, and probably
of the other two. The substance of his letter was to inform
the Marquis, that things might easily be disposed, so as to
settle a correspondence between that crown and the republic,
in order to renew the treaty of peace. That this could be
done with the greater secrecy, because Monsieur Heinsius,
by virtue of his oath as Pensionary, might keep any affair
private as long as he thought necessary, and was not obliged
to communicate it, until he believed things were ripe ; and
as long as he concealed it from his masters, he was not
bound to discover it, either to the ministers of the Emperor,
or those of her British Majesty. That since England thought
it proper for King Charles to continue the whole campaign
In Catalonia, (though he should be chosen emperor) in order
to support the war in Spain, it was necessary for France to
treat in the most secret manner with the States, who were
not now so violently, as formerly, against having Philip on
the Spanish throne, upon certain conditions for securing
their trade, but were jealous of England's design to fortify
some trading towns in Spain for themselves. That Heinsius,
extremely desired to get out of the war for some reasons,
which he (Petecum) was not permitted to tell; and that
Vanderdussen and Buys were impatient to have the nego-
tiations with France once more set on foot, which, if Mon-
sieur Torcy thought fit to consent to, Petecum engaged that
the States would determine to settle the preliminaries, in
the midway between Paris and The Hague, with whatever
ministers the Most Christian King should please to employ.
But Monsieur Torcy refused this overture, and in his
answer to Monsieur Petecum, assigned for the reason the
treatment his master's former proposals had met with at
The Hague and Gertruydenberg, from the ministers of
Holland. Britain and Holland seemed pretty well agreed,